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JACTKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) The
whole Uhing must have seemed routine
to the New England Patriota: confotti
futtering across the feld, freworks
brightening the night sky, a carelully
chorengraphed championship trophy
presentabon.

Downright ordiary, right?

Hardly.

The Potciols heeamie n full-fJodged
dynasty wilh their thind Super Bowl vie-
tory fi four yeoars, beating the Philadel-
phia Eagles 24-21 Sunday nightL

MNew England cloimed a
spol plongside the Green
Hn_l," Pockers of Lhe lﬂﬁﬂx
thee Piltsburgh Sleelars of
the "70s, the San Francizco
49ers of the "80s, the Dollas
Cowhoyz af the 005,

A team foe the decade,
A Lo for the ages.

“Wo're champions
now. That's it," safe-
ty Rodney Horrisos
soid. *1 don’l know aboul dynasty”

Trust us, Rodney, this group fits the
definition- in overy respect. New Eng-
land becomea just Lhe sevonth franchise
to claim hock-te-baek titles. The Cow-
boys are the only olher tesun to win the
championship tlwee times over a fowr
year period.

Typically, the Patriots didn't leave
themselves muach raom, All three of their
Super Bowls have een decided by three
poinis — Lhe previows two on last-second
field gools by Adam Vinatieri. By com-
parisan, only twa of the first 35 Super
Howls were within field poal runpe al
Ehe e,

But what they lack in style, the Patri-
ots more thon make up with their steely
determination to do whatever it takes ta
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win. When the Esgles jumped to a 7-0
lead, New England responded with o
touehdown of its own late in the first
half.

Whan Philadelphia ticd the game at
14 late in the third quarter, the Patriols
warched rght down the feld for Corey
Dhilton's 2-yarcd touchdown. And, in a fit-
ting bit of synergy, Vinatieri booted a 22-
vard field goal with B:40 remnining thot

provided the margin of vie.

Donovan BleNabb threw a 30-yurd
ténchdown pass to Ureg Lowis with 148
remaining, bat the Patriets rocoverad
Lhe onside kick and ran off all but the
final 46 seconds. When Harrison picked
off McNabb's last pass at the Phitly 28, il
wus bime Lo parly.

Sure, the NFL-planned celebration is
virtually impossible to distinguish from
onc year to the next, but that didn't
lessen the Patriots’ remaorkable accom
nlishment -- E.apu..iFLL}’ in Lhe erz of
snlary thps and free agency.

*This is the bost ever,” offensive tack-
le Matt Light said. “We have more heart
than anyone in the waorld, This is unbe-
lievablo. | love this confet!i.,”
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The E‘.ﬂf"]ﬂi gal & huga lilL from Tu.-rrr-'ll
Owens, who defied his doeter 1o play in
his fivst Super Bowl. Just 64 weeks afier
surgery, T.0. hud nine catches for 122
yards. Nel bad (or o guy who was play-
ing with two screws and a metal plate in
hiz right ankle,

“He's amnazing, (o ba nbile to come oul
there and do whalt he did,” Harrison
sinidd. “You cotld tell he was still hurting
a little bit, but he played tremendous.”

Dut Owens was oweishined by Now
England's: Deion Branch, who elaimed

the MYF award with 11 colches —
lying o Super Baw! vecord — for 133
vards

[t wasn't a fawless
EAmME by any meane
Metvobb (30-0f-51 for 3BT
yards) threw three inler-
coplions, was sacked lour
times and had a fumble
averturned by replay.
Tom Brady boiched a
handofl with Kevin
Faulk, leading to a
fumble deep in
hilly torritory.

Far the mast puart, though, the Palr.
ois follawed & famniliar routing — runthe
ball (28 carries, 112 yards), limil mis-
lakes in the passing game (Brady wns
23-0f-33 for 236 ynrds, with ne intercep-
tions) and rely heavily on their defense
(the Eagles managed just 45 yards on
the ground).

The la=s extended Phillv's excrucin-
mg championship drought. The cily's
last foothall title caine in 1960. The last
tille of any kind came 22 years ago,
when the Thers won the NBA ehamgi-
onship. .

"1 wag proud of the effort,” chach Andy
Reid snid, *Hut we came up just shorl —
Loe mnay luenovers — and against such
a tough fuotball team you can’t do thal®
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New England Patriots® wide mceiver Daion Branch, selected most valuable player nr Super Bowl XXXIX, is seen in 2ction during
the first hall of the Patdets” 24.21 win over the Philadelphia Eagles on Sunday at Alltell Stadium in Jacksonville, Fla.

Oy BAAARY WILNER
Al' Footlall Wiiter
JACKSONVILLE, Flo. [AP) —
Dan Marino ond Steve Young
mude il o mosl day for quarter-
becks when bath were elocted lo
tho Pro Facthal) Hall of Fame.
Marino, the most pralific pass-
or in NFL history, and Yeunp,
whaose accurncy aned apoed made

him one of foothalls most versa.  Super Bowl, Mavino was the
lilo QBs, wora joined Saturday by 1984 Jeague MVP, made three
Banny [Priedman, an early-orn All-Pro teawa and nine Pro
quarterback, and Fritz Pollard, Bowls. .

Fach received at least 80 per- When Marina retired, he

cent of the votes from the panel
of sporls writers and broadeast-
ora.

Friedman and: Pollard were
nominated by the senior commit-
tee and chosen by the fall panel.

Indection ceremonies will be
Aug. Tin Canton, Ohio.

“It's an ineradible honor”
Marina said. “It'a humbling to
think of growing up wanting to
be a professional fosibnll player.

“Let’s averrun Crnton wilh
Dolphina fans, [ invite you all to

San

1992

Canton and Lo have some fun”

When Marnino left the Miami
Delphins after the 1999 season,
he had NFL besis of 4,967 com-
platsons, 8,358 passes, 61,361
yards and 420 touchdowns, His
recard of 48 TD passes in n sen-
son was recently hroken by Poy-
ton Manning

Although he never won a

owned 21 NFL marks, including
mast seasons wilh 3,000 yards or
more passing (33 most yords
passing in one season (5,084 in
'Bd, the anly year he won A con-
ference championshiph and most
games with 300 yards or more
passing (63).

Younp, the first modern-era
left-handed quarterback elected,
won the 1995 Super Bowl with

leapue’s most valuable player in

Francisco and was the

and "4, A clever runner

Patriot Act lll: Dynasty

fasacated Press

New England Patriots’ Tedy Bruschi celebrates after intercepting a fourlh-quartes
pass intended for Philadelphia Eagles’ L), Smith during Super Bow] J00UX in Jock-
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MNow, i time Lo start sorting ot the
historical sipnifhcance of unclher Palii-
ois’ Super How! tithe They have won
nine sbraight postseason games, egual-
ing Vince Lombardi's Green Bay leams
And cozch Bill Belichick improved his
pluyelf record to 10-1, onc-upping the
grent 'll:lrl barti,

“As L give yau Bhifiombardi Trophy, I

suspect that coach Lotaardi would have
a deep admiration for how your feam
played today” NFL. commissioner Poul
Taghobuoe teld Belichick aller the game.

The Patriots hed a bumpy rowd to
their latest championship, and in many
ways the Super Hawl mirrored (hose
struggles. Bat, ns always, New England
foumdl 5 waoy (o persevere,

Moyl il's Ltheir versatility: For the
gecond year in a row, linebacker Mike
Vrabel caught a touchdown pass He's
Fat five recoplions in his career — ull
Ths.

Even thouph the Eaples made it Lo
the Super Dowl for 1he first time since
1981 — after three straight conference
championship Nops their sparkling
senson ended in disuppeiniment before o
cea of mastly green jerseye in the srowd
of 78,125.

“We were too sloppy to win,” Owens
said. "It waos great to get bock, bul we
made too mnny mistakes, We could have
worl and _thal hurls”

Brady didnt stand out like he did
while winning the MVDP award ot s
first two Super Bowls, bul he threw two
T passes. Branch slepped in o G the
void, makiong aff with a zew car and an
ndditional piece of hardware.

“It doesn’t maotter who gela swhat,”
Branch said.

MeMabh locked ordinary, even skil-
tiihe ol Gmes Maybe il was the four
socks, Lhe persistent pressure and the
lack of help from the running pame. He
threw three touchdown paszes, but also
made =ame crucinl blunders.

In o precursor of what was to come,

-out offensive’ {y:lgglma.gu; J3k

MclNabb caught 8 hrenk when o firsl-
quarler inlerception in the ond zone was
nullified by a defensive penally. Dul he
wasted the second chance, throwing
anothor errnnt pasa that Horcison
picked afl nepr the goal line.

Aler Furri:-unﬁ second inlerceplion
i the wanipg seconds, thl;t 5;1%; sought

“‘I‘

‘and d.eferm ve coordinator Hnmnff‘*nn-'
nel. Both are leaving for head coacling
juba: Weis al Nolre Dome, Cropnel wilh
the Cleveland Browns

“Ile grabbed me and Homes at the
end of the game and said, Hey, iU's over,™
Weis enid.

What a eide ity bhean,

One [or the ages.
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rasocEted Press
Former Miaml Dolphins’ quarterback Dan Marino, nght, congratulates
former San Francisco 49ers’ quarierback Steve Young after the two
were elected into the NFL Pro Foolball Hall of Fame In lacksonville, Fla.,
Satlurday.

with a strong arm and great ficld:

vision, Young made seven Pro
Bowls and was n threo-fime All-
Pro. e held the highesl passer
rating in league history (96.8)
when he retired in "99. He also
sct the highest single-senson rot-
ing of 112.8, which Manning also
birake this scason.

“Not many Hall of Famers
come oul of Greenwich, Conn,,”
Young said wilh a chuckle. "I took
A untque rond, slarting with
heing left-handed. | had a college
cnach, LaVell Edwards, who took
a chanee on a wild, crazy leh-
handed running quarlerback
from Connecticul.”

Pellard not only waa Lhe Tirsl
hinck head cunch in the NFL, in
1921, but o superb player, toa. A
running back, he led the Akron
'ros to the Mfedgling lenpuc’s
1920 championship with an
undefeated rocord.

Ee later arganized the Chica-
go Brown Bembers, an indepen-
dent team of black players that
barnstormed the coontry from

Marino, Young will sin together in Canton

1027-33.

Friedman played for four
teams from 1927-34 and was one
of the early NFL's great quarter-
backs. A contemporary of Red
Grange, he alas was a strong
draw at the box office.

Giants owner Tim Mara pur-
chosed the Dotroil Wolverines,
for whom Friedman played in
1928, not enly to get him in Now
York's lineup bul ta fill the
stands.

*We both appreciote and henor
the people who played in enother
orn,” Young said, speaking for
Marno, as well,

“You're {nlking about having a
pussion for Lhe game. We'ra here
on the backa of 80 many olher
playera.

“This is important Frity Dol-
lnrd and what he meant for the
geme. There's a foundation there
we are able to join arms with.™

Michael Irvin and Harry Car-
son, the ather two finnlists, did
nol get the required volea for
induction,




