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Pittsburgh Stﬂclgrs' wide recelver Hines Ward leaps inlo the end zone past Seattle Seahawhs’ comerback Marcus Trufant on a 43-yard touch-
down pass from wide receiver Antwaan Randle El in the fourth quarter during Super Bowl XL Sunday in Detroil.

Steelers, Stones find satisfaction

By BARRY WILNER
ALY Fogllpadl Wiiler

DETROIT (AP} — Nearly afl
the Pittaburgh Steslers split the
driving on this super Dus ride.

From Willie Parker’s record-
setling run o the Antwaan Ran-
die & to-Hines Ward trickery,
from coach Bill Cowher's valida-
tion ta [ke Tavlor's kev intercep-
tion, everyone contributed

Hiz teamonules did so woll in
Sunday's 21-10 Super Bowl victo-
ryv over Lhe Seattle Seahawks
that Jermne Bettis barely was
needed during his homecaming
and farewell.

That doesn't mean his colebra-
tien of an NFL championship
wad muled No, Beths pot ps
much subisfuchion as anyong ol
Ford Ficld — including Mick Jag-
ger, whn rocked to his signature
gong at halftimeé, then saw Lhe
otoelers (14-5) roll {o their hrst
title in 20 venrs

“This is why I slarted 13 vears
ago, on this queat” Hettis.anid
"Alnng he WL A s a ok ol
yards andd & lot of Pro Dowls, bul
none of that was sigmficant
beeause It wasn't the Wwam gonls
The team pood has always been oo
win a champienship, and now |
have o championship®

And, Guaolly, on Cowher The
aaw golan WFT. st wm lns 144l
saano s Pillsla plvn cogch, the
longesi lenure in the NFL. The
tough suy who lost his only pre-
vious Super Bowl 10 vewrs ago o
Dullaz, teared ap as by wilked to
midfeld, Terrible Towcels waving
cvarywhere around bim, and
embeagrd Seahawka coach Mike
Holmpmin

“I’s a very humbling expen-
ence right now” Cowber said.
"Iz surreel Um going Lo el you,
this v 0 special group of couches,
a special group of playvers. T was
ona small part of this™

Ward. the MVP and everyone
¢lse had o big hand in earning
the Steelers” regerd-tying hilth
Supor Bowl crown, mali.'}!:iug San
Franeisco pod Dallas. The other
four wrere won in the Steal Cur
taim e, lod by the Tikes of Mean
Joe Groone. Terry Bradshaw and
Frunco Hareis.

These Steclers don’l have Hall
of Famwers like that — vulside of
owner Dan Rooney and. in nnoth-
er five years, Bellis, the leagues
No. 6 all-Lime rushor. Indeed,
thow didn’L have g plover in thi
linenp Sunday who'd cver
appenred in o Super Bowl.

Buot they bad Parker, thee see-
ondayoenr runmer who brought
much-noeded spesd to Lhe back-
field. Momonls after the Ralling
Stones’ rollicking halflime show,

hasooied Press

Pittsburgh Steelers’ Casey Hampton sacks Scattle Seahawis' quarterbach Matl Hasselbeck in the fourth
guarter of Super Bowl XL Sunday in Detroit.

Parker broke o record 75-vard
touchdown run for a 14-3 lead

*Ta be able lo make those
quick strikes and zap them a bit
gave us a hoost” said guard Alon
Fineca, whose block cleared
Porker's way

Tavior's interception and 24-
vard runbaek of Matl Hnssel
beck's poor pass eurly in the
fourth quarter scl up the most
denamic play.

Veraatile wideout Randle El, a
quonrterhack in college, took a
handofl fromy Parker, sprinted
right and threw perfectly to Ward
for o 43-yard TD with 9:04
romuining. [L wos e sl Super
Bowl touehdown pass by a recoiv-
[

With the way the Seahawks
{ 16-4) were self-destructing, that
wag more than enough for Milts-
burgh's eighth slraight victory,
The first sixth seed 1o win n
Super Bowl, the Steelors beat the
MNIFL's top four teame: Cineinnati,
Indianapolis, Denver and Seal-
tle. all away from home.

The Steelers were the home
lenm Sunduy, but chose o wear
white becavse, Cowher said, *It
was an away game. We duin’t
play at Heinz Fipld.”

Perhaps at  Hines” held,
though. Ward had five recoptions
for 123 yards and the elinching
louchdown,

It could have boen betier,
Ward admitled, eiting somo
dropped passes —  acluding
what would have been Pifts-
burgh's first louchdown — and

fuiling lo stop Michael Boul-
wares interception.

“Yeah, beeause the great ones
dont miss balls in the Saper
Bowl,” he said, “and T wunl Lo b
considerad one of the greats. To
be MVF is s great honar, but 1
left some ploys on the ficld.”

S0 did Bea Hoethlisberger, ot
23 the voungest quarterback to
win a Super Bowl, Yot he did not
boteh as mony plays as Seattle
did.

While NFL MVP Shaun
Alexonder did his part by run-
ning lfor 85 yards, the Scahawks
bdeesdd sl hike o boam il
rampaged through Lthe NFC.
They hnd fowr penalties for 40
vards in the opening half, one
thal nullificd a louchdown pass.

The second hall wasn't much
betler, Lhe only highlighl a record
Te&-yard interception return hy
Kellv Herndon {hal set up Has-
selbeck’s 16-vard TD pags to Jer-
ramy Stoevens.

“I told them. they've ployed
betler before then they pluyed
toduy,” suid Holmgron, whe failed
o bevome the hirst coach Lo win
Super Bowls with bwo lranchises.
“We did some things thal woro
unchavaecteriztic of us”

So did the Steelers, but they
wore rosoureeiul enongh to over-
eome Lhe errara.

Rocthlisborger seored on o 1-
vard dive lale in the first hadf,
needing iosiand replay to msike
thir tacchdown siand. And 1 was
the gecond-year Q8 and not Bet-
Liz who made the key runs lnte in

the pame,

Bettis wound up with 43 vards
on 14 carries in his linol gome

“l decided Lo come back to win
n championship and nussion
accomplished,” he said. "So with
that, I have to bid farewell. We
broupht the championship back
home,

Super Bowl XL
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By JOE EAY
AP Sports Wrlled

DETROIT (APY — Den ltocth-
lisberger's pass floated right
toward his hands. Hines Word
made sure he gol both leet down
in the end zone, then started
closing his fingers around the
ball

Remarkably, b dropped it.

No excuscs, The Pittsburgh
Steelers’ top receiver flat-put

dropped it

*The t ones don't miss
halls in ﬁ:gnﬂuper Bowl Ward
said. “And | want to be consid-
ered one of the great gnes.”

Before this Super Bow] ended,
Ward would et more chances lo
prove he deserves to be countoed
among the greats. And, he would-
o't bugnble those chunees away.

Ward completed an MVP per-
formanes Sunday by catching a
43-yvard touchdown pass from
recetver Antwaan andle Ef n
trick play that became the deci-
sive play in Lthe Steelers’ 21-10
victory over the Scattle Sea
hawkas,

Pittsburgh's Lamn Swann won
the Super Bowl MVP in 1976 for
making ane g ealch aller
another against Dallas, includ-
ing a diving grab of a tipped hall
that makes all of the Super Bowl
highlight reels.

Ward's game waan't nearly aa
memorable — that end zone drop
was just his most glaring mis-
take — but it was good ennugh to
win the MVP award in a ragged
game that came down to two big
plays.

“To be named MVDP is a greal
honor, but 1 still left some plays
out on the field,” Ward said. “I
eoudd have had an even better
day."

Same for Hoethlisberger, who
at age 23 became the youngest
quarterback to win a Super Bowl
even though he finished with the
worst passer raling by any win-
ning quarterhack 22.6. Pluy
alter play, he played down Ll his
age.

Jerome  Bettis, Detroit’s
favorite son, gammed only 43
yards in whul lurned out to be
his final game, o nundescript per-
formance by one of footbnll's
mast unforgettable runners.

In fact, the entire Pillaburgh
offense had little to crow about,
other than two plays that were
enough to bring conch Bill
Cowher his liest championship,

The first was some old-fash-
wnned rust-belt offense: Hand Lhe
ball off and clear a path. Pulling
left guard Alan Faneca openel a
huge hole for Willie Parker on
the second play of the second
half, setting up n 76-yard touch-
down run that was the lengest in

e
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| Steelers
: ‘Ward’ off
< Seahawks

. Super Dowl histors

"Il was o greal pluy whoen i
wis ealled,” Parker soid “They
egilled it al the righl timae, Aol
Faneca just paved the way”

That play alone could liove
been cnotgh — should have Lesn
enough, But Hoethlisberger was
'l up lwit, throwing nn inloreep-
tion near the gyl line will o
chance to put il away.

The Steelers would: necd one
more seore. And Ward would pel
il by tenming with the Stpelers”
most versatile playver

Randle El was the X-fuctor in
super Bowl b the college gquar-
lerback turned reesiver who ean
catéh the ball, run with it or
Lhruse i He Rad already thrown
g al-yvard touchdnwn puss Uhis
seasem in a victory over Cleve-
Landl.

Olfcnsive coordinaler Ken
Whizenhunt deeided to include
the samue play in his Super Bowl
playbeuk, and Pittsburgh waited
for the perfect lime to call it.

The Steeier: hoad gone conser
vative all poine, gelting awin
from the am-m-out upprogeh Vhal
helped them win three plavalls
games on the rond. The last thing
the Seahawks expecled waus n
trick plav wilh everyvihing in the
balanee

“When we called i, oy epes il
up and | had to try to not mwve it
away,” Randle Fl snid

Parker ook a pulchouwl from
[Hoethlisberger, who then lurned
himself intu a blocker Randle El
gul the dmll frem Parcker and an
to his nght, making if look like a
reverse, The Seahawlks fell for it.

Ward ran down the field and
right past the duped saloties,
who were convinced it was a run.
By the time they fOgured out
what was happening, Ward had
run by {hem,

This oo was CAEY,

“*Cirlannly this is a team that
uses puvs like me” Randle El
sadd, “Thals what we do. vse all
the \'r'ﬁil'.iii.‘l‘_".‘ wo hinve an this
ieam Lo gt it done,”

IL was the [irsi Super Bowl
lwuchdown pass thrown by a
receiver, laking ite place on the
list of title game trckery, Dallog
closed out a 27-10 win over Tlen-
ver i 1878 with Hoberl Mew
lwuse's 28 yard ophon pass Lo
Grilden Richards.

And the guy who caoght il
took his place omone The Super
Bow!'s best

Swonn gnd (Juhnd Staldl
worlli, these are the guys (hal
made spectacular ¢atches in the
Super Bowl™ Ward said. “And 1
wunicd to be compored 1o those
govs 1 think you cun pul me on
Lrwe Disl now with thoee guvs.”
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ASAENTINANG PIRss
Pittsburgh Steelers’ Jerome Betlis and Hines Ward colebrate allor the
Steelers’ 21-10 win over the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XL Sun.
day in Detroit. Ward was named most valuable player of the game.




