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M Tampa defense
proves too much for
Oakland in Super
Bowl XXXVII rout

BAN NIEGO (AT They
wele Lhie laughinpgatocks of the
NFL, maybe of all pro aports.

They had garish orange uni-
forms with a winking pirate on
thie helmel. Losing 10 pames
crnme aulbomatically. Wastiog high
drafl picks was a given. -

Those 'ampa Doy Buccunecers
were buried Sunday with o Nour-
ish. T.oed by o fearsome defense, a
suddenly dynamic offense and a
eoach whe broughl Ltho final fiery
touch, the DBucs routed the Oak
lund Raiders 48-21 in the Super
Buowl,

Laughingstock? Try champi-
0ns,

“For all thia franchise has been
througls, nuthihﬂ eonld be swenl-
er,’ vetoran safety John Lynch
aaid. "Super Howl champs. Wow "

Yuep, wow. As in five intercep-
tions of leapoe MVE Rich Gan-
non, three of them returned for
touchdowns — two by nickel back
Erwaght Sinith, n Super Bowl
record, and one by NFL defensive
player of the vear Derrick Brooks.
The other two pickoffs went to
Super Bowl MVEP Dexter Jock-
S0T1.

Az in holding Lhe game’s Nal 1L
offense (o 62 yvards and threo firet

downs in the first hall, whiech
ended 20-3,
As in ataging conSeculive

touchdown drives of 77 and 89
ynrds both concluding with

AxsGoiaicd Fress

reg Lo Keenan MeCardell, a Soyard
s georesand an Bayarder.. .

Whatever the Bues leiuvd
scemaed to work. It was as it coach
Jon Gruden, acguired from the
Raiders last Februmry (s fUur
high draft picks and $8 million,
had drawn up the pame plan for
both teams.

In a way, he had.

“"Jun Groden was Gannon”
zaid Bucs defensive coordinator
Maonte Kiffin, whose unit also had
five sacks and yielded all of 19
}'u_r'r]h rusl Hng. “thﬂtly can be
like CGannon like Gruden can. He

Tampa Bay Bucoaneers' Dexter fackson, the most valuable player of the game, holds the Vince Lambd;du Trophy after the Bucs beat lhe Gaman{i

-taughl. Guuipon oMo was in Can-

non's head?®

Bul Gruden played down that
appirent ndvanrtage.

*That was all overraled.,” he
satd, *I stoyed away from the
defense. That's 4 credit {o our
playors, We've pol a preat defen-
sive club.”

Sa great that, All-I'ro tackle
Warren Sapp was willing o pro-
claim it the best ever. Before he
attempted to light a foot-long vic-
tory cigar, Sapp compared the
unit that allowed only 196 pnints

REEnculed Press

Tampa Bay Buccaneers' running back Michael Pittman carries the ball
a5 Oakland Haiders' Tory James defends in the third quanter during

this season — and just two' touch-*
downa in the playvoelfs thol wore
not lainted by special teams
galles — to the legendary defens-
25,

“We hard to have that champi-
n.1511|p before we could say any-
thing,” Sapp said. "INow you cun
pul vs In the samoe sentence as
the Ruavens and the Steel Cuor-
Lain.

“But I don’t think any ol them
faced the kind of offense like we
did. Nouvw of them wiant into the
Super Bowl and played Lthe Na, 1
offanse. And we put a strangle-
hold on them.”

Almost from Lhe very starl,
Brad Johnson was hil uas he
thrrw on Tampa Bay's third play
from sgerimmage. The ball flut-
wered short of a wide-open
MeCordell to cornerback Charles
Woodlsun.

Just like that, cthe wvaunted
Oakloand attack was at the Bucs
d46. Bul Tampan Bay held the
Raiders to SEebastian Janikows-
ki's 40-yard field goal.

The next 24 poinis belonged to
the Bucs.

Martin Cramaltica tied it with
a 3l-varder, and Jackson got his
{irsl interceplion near the end of
the opening quartor. That led to
iramatica’s d3-varder.

While Jackson's second inter-
ceplion vu Lhe next sertes did notl

 fully assérted itself :

“Give them a lot of eredit)
rannon esaid. “They performed
vxeaplionally well on defense and
wi conldn’t do what we wanted to
de. The turnovers obviously killed
us.

“Tt wus a night.mnrii;h pl.!rﬁ_lr-
|II|..|.]I.‘IT.:E..|I|

[t was the kind of performance
people expected from - the old
Bucs, the ones who losl their first
26 games (074 wn their debut
season af 1978) and, in one 14-
year stretch, had 13 seasons with
at least 10 lesses, including 12 in
a row., Oa Suandaoy, it was the
Raiders who were inept vo hoth
girlng,

The worst came after Tampe
Bav toock a 13-3 lead on Mike
Alstott’s 2-yvard run thalt Kacl
Willtamia set up with a 25-yvard
punt return. Loaking to get bpek
inta it, the Rmders wound up
punting, and the Bucs went an a
TT-yard drive to MeCardell= firat
touchdown catch.

After an Oakkland three-aml-
oul &0 start the second half
Tampa Bay covered 89 yards in
14 plays and nearly eight min
ules, with MeCardell scoring
frow the 8.

Two plays after thai, Smith
cut in front of Jerry Rice and
slole o poor pngs from Gannon,
sprinbing 441 yvards to make it 34-

“Thiz 1= the. t.'hmg i've . been
doing for 17 years ol my IIF:L, said
Smith, ane of the leasi-heralded
Bucs defenders. “Play football
and make plays wns what T was
known to do.”

Better known for doing it are
Sapp, Brooks, Lynch, Simeon Rice
{twa sacks and relentless pres-
sure}, Honde Barber aud Brinn
Kelly. But Smith and Jackson got
marny ol the neeolades this night.

“When 1 first came to the team
I knew they had some greal pluy-
ers like (he Sapps, the Lynches

and the Brookses” Jacksoan satd.
“These guys camm [rom nnthing
and came together as a champi-
onship caliber team.”

That they came logether on
uﬁ's.'_nsa, as well, made this roul
even more impreasive. Many
expected the Bues to onldo the
Raiders defensively. But tu nlen
have the game’s most dynamic
offense before 67,603 fans
none of them wearing Lhol nwiil

Orangs — might have bean too
much to ask
“It's so0 awesome after what

this franchise has been Lhrough,”
Lynch said. “You gol to go prove
it, but ‘'we knew that we had it,
and that's what Jon did su well,-
meke us beliove it. Ond ol his
first words was that we are going
to win a world championship. We
never wavered from thal [act. ...

2002-03 NFL Playofis
Wild-gard Playolls
Smbusrdny, Jan. 4
AFG
MY Sels An, Ihﬂ:.'ln.'..Fdns 1]
HFC
filila 27, Gogen Dlay 7
Sllnl:[..\j':, JaEn. 5
BFC
Pittaburgh 06, Clavaland 33
HEC
o Fiarcises 39, WY Glars 30

Diviglonal Playotia
Saturdny, Jan, 11
AFC
Tanfesstn 34, Pitsbagh 31, OT
HFG
Pridkadilpdig 20, Aduna &
Sundpy, Jan 12
RFG
Thopa Bay 31, San Frandses 6
AFC
Oraklaend 30, WY, s B0

Canferenen Champlonships
Sundoy, Jan 19
HFC
Tampa Bay 27, Priadg'phia 10
AFC
Oaxland 41, Tenressnp 24

Super Dowl
Sunday, Jan, 26
Al San Diggo
Tampa By 48, Caldang 21

Super Bowl X000/ in San Qiego Sunday.

lead {o points, Uw defense had 3.

It's unreal.”

Gruden buries Raiders in match with former team

SAN DIEGO (AF) — Add cone more impersonation to
Jon Gruden's repertoire,

The couch known as “Chucky” — for his sLriking resem-
blaneo to a bloodilirsty dell from a horror movie — also
does a crack job of playing Rich Gannon.

Gruden knew se much about his former Lenm and its
guarterbuck tlil he designed a perfect game plan Lthat his
Tampa Bay Buccaneers used to rout the Oakland Raiders
48-21 in the Super Bowl on Sunday,

“Jan Gruden was Gannon,” Bues defonsive coordinalor
Moente Kitflin suid. "Nobody enn he like Gannon like Gru-
den cun. He taught Gavnon. He was in Gannon's head "

Grruden pot into Gannon's wheelhouse so much Lhnt the
NFLs MVP threw n senson-high Gve interceptions, three
of which were returned for Louchdowns by Tampa Bay's
stifling defense,

In Thursday's practice. Graden even took ovor s quar-
terback on thoe scoul team and ran several plavs.

“The film illustrates that 1 did complete two or three
pustns. | was very intimidating under center,” Gruden
Joked after the game, sorrounded by his wile and three
young bovs.

"“Mva pol gpreal respect for Rich Gannon as a goarler-
back. [ wanied our team Lo just get a feel for whal it was
going Lo be like with him in command. He’s a special puy
antd I wanted them to ey Lo feel it o little BiL” he said.

“He's still bragging about it,” strong salely John Lyach
said. "He Lovk il down the field. It was probably bhecanse
we woere [noghune so el

Scriously, though, “he gave ns o tromendons sconting
report,” Lyneh said.

Asuziancd Pross
Tampa Bay Buccaneers’ head coach Jon Gruden shouts
@ his leam dunng the third quarter against the Oakland
Raiders during Super Bowl XXXV in San Diepd Sunday.

Lyneh was miked for TV during the game. “Evory plas
Lthoev've run, we've ran in practice,.” he said on the sideline
hafore halltime.

Linchoacker Derriele Brooks said Greoden's  practicn
appoarance "wax n biope ke foe us D by Lo give us o
smull glimpse of Tww Hich Goannon o defenses.

“We were embareassoed beeause ho completed fwo poss-
" Brouks said, lnnghing
lm Lesmon pasd olT, theugh. Brooks, the NV s defon-

tive player of the year, scored on a 44- _1,-11111 intereoption
return wikth just more than a minute left in the game.

Alter coachung the Raiders for four seasons, Gruden
wan effectively traded by Al Davis to the Buccancers last
February fur two first-round draft picks, twe second-round
picks and 38 million.

The deal proved to be worth every penny — and pickoff
— tn the Bucs.

When the Haiders nnd Buvcaneecs made it ta the Super
Bowl, it was advanlage, Gruden. The best pirates on the
field were the vnes dressed in red and pewter. not silver
and block.

Gonnon was one of Groden’s best friends on the
Ruiders. He downplayved Gruden's insider knowledge, say-
img that Oakland's coaches knew his tendencies, too. Most
of them worked wnder Cruden, including Raiders head
coach Bill Callalian.

“1 don’t know if that was a majer Tactor™ Goanoen said.
"1 just think their delense playved really woll and we did-

t play well offensively. As a team we dido't play well.”

Sull, Gannon called it a “nightmarish porformance. You
hote 1o hove an exhibition ke thab o Uhis kind of some-
Pl

Gruwdens knowledge of the Raidera was probably best
Hlustrated when cornerboack Dwight Smith stepped in
fronl of Jderey Rice for a d4-yordd interception veluen ol w
34-3 lead wilh 4:47 left in the thivd guarler

Az Smith raced lownrd the end zone, Groden was o fow
el el on the field, ranning along belvind the phav pump
ings his right fiat and then theosting bolh arms in the aie
a hure =mile s his Mmce,




