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INVASION!

The Invasion Coast Lies Close to Supplies
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Natiz hawe expeeled invasion of northern Prance even before Allied troops lended In Norih Africa.  Exlenslve defenses have been
erecied pieng the soast from the Spanish border ta Denmark. Bul the Maginot line was naot invincible and it was buill more strongly

prd with greater thoroughness than the Nazi foris on the invazion coasl

Nazis Re;;ortAlliehsSwarm Ashore
In Area Between Cherbourg-LeHarve

LONDON (AP)—The Berlin radio said loday thal “combined Brit-
ish-American landing operalions against the weslern coast of Europe
from the sea and air are sirelching over the emlire area belween
Cherbourg and Le Havre.” -.

The hroadcast declared thal grand scale amphibious operations
are ynder way on a broad front between Ihe mouth of the Seine and
the Estuary of the river ¥ire, |

“fi large number of Allied landing boals of various types and light
Bilied Maval forces in considerable sirength are taking pari,” Ber-
lin added.

“Six heavy Allied warships and 20 destroyers are off the mouth of
the Seine,”

The river Vire empties into the Atlantic 30 miles southeast of
Cherbourg, indicaling that the reporled invasion was occurring ali

Gen. Eisenhower

the Bay of the Seine beiween Cherbourg and Le Havre.

“Fierce fighting against Allied forces in the Caen area,” 10 miles 110,050 el "otier e
. 7 . ] L pwar went through Intan Tank
inland from the Normandy coast and 30 air line miles southwesl of 53 Comure wnd Cencrat

I51afl Sehosl, War sl Areay In-

Le Havre, was reporied by the Germans. Jdustial coltiges . 1835 to Phil|
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Baen is near the base of The Colenfin or Normandy penmin- junic . vhee armed 1o oy

sula, Cherhourg is af the fip of the peninsnia

ninsula arid on the river mouths were wiped oul,” Berlin said,

ane sluex . . . decisive, bul dip-

The first British pﬂTﬂﬂllHIE division was declared hﬂﬂij mailed,  emstc nis maaner 2 first scems!

torepzy and brazh . . . bBul Lrust

Anoiher Beriin “flash” said the “firsi center of gravily is Caon,” ¢ sncction e commands Zrom

ibathi 1. 8. aned Pritish officers
ipraves  he's leader, rather Lhan

lhie big city af the base of the Morm andy peninsula. et M

GEN. DWICHT T EISEN-

= T H CWER - . . supreme Allled enme
along he norihern side of the Normandy peninsula strefching along [o%\r -~ suprowe avicd <ons
knil tefether American, Britlsh
and Frenoh [oeees i Harth Africa
into unified coarnmand . . . “lhke™

Allied Troops Land
InNorthern France

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS, ALLIED EX-PEDITIONARY FORCE, (AP) - American,
British and Canadian iroops landed inNorthern France this morning, launching
the grealest overseas mililary operafion in history wilth word from their supreme
commander, Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, that “we will accep! nothing excepi full

viclory” over the German masiers of the confinent.

The Invasion, which Eisenhower called "a greal crusade,” was announced a
1:32 a. m. Greenwich Mean Time (3:32 a. m., Eastern War Time) in fhis one-sen-

lence communique No. 1:

"Under the command of General Eisen-hower, Allied naval forces supported by
sirong alr forces began landing Alliedarmies this morning on the Northem coasi
of France.”

If was announced momenis laler thal Brifain's Gen. Sir Bernard L. Montgomery
hero of the Alrican deserf, was in charge of the assaull

The locations of the landings were nol announced.

Eisenhower himself wished Godspeed fo the parachufisis who were the firsi fo
[and on the enemy-held soil of France.

For three hours previous fo fhe Allied announcement the German radio had
been pouring forth a series of Hashes re-porfing that the Allies were landing be-
fween Le Havre and Cherbourg along the south side of the Bay of the Selne and
along the norih coasi of Normandy.

This would be across the channel and almosl due south of such Brifish porls as
Haslings, Brighton, Porfsmouth and Bour-nemoulth.

The Germans also said parachufisfs had descended in Normandy and were being

engaged by Razi shock froops.

The Iandimgs had heen in progress Tor several haurs hefore the Allied eemmunique was issued,

Allicd soldicss leaped anto the shares which the Germans have spent nearly four years in fordifying, while Al-
lied plancs and ships hurled intn these defenses harrages which the Nezizs admitted were terrilic.

The fleet included several battleships, which the Germans said set the whoele Scine Bay aren ahlaze with their fire.

The Cermans annoatneed alss that Ameriean reinforeements hegan landing al dawn, aided by ortificial fog, ond
that in seme places dummy parachuies were dropped to confuse the defense.

French patriofs previously hizd been warned by Allied radio hroadeasts to gel oul of areas within 35 kilomcters
(22 miles) of the coast Lo escape the shock of hattle and the gigantic aerial hombardment.

The Germans spid the hombers ranged #s far norlth as Dunkergue, the uphoppy port Irom which the heaten Brit-
ish army cicaped almnost exactly four years agn.

All England resounded with the thunder of their com ng and going.

An Associated Press correspendent fying over the French oosst in a B-26 Marauder reported sceing the ficlds

inland sirewn with hundreds of porachutes and dotted with gliders, while great nawvaj forces fired inlo the coast
fortificafions.

In n spectal order of the day issued 1o all soldiers, sailors snd airmen under his command, Gen. Eisenhower said:

“We will accept nothing except fuoll vicltory,"

Eisenhower told his men they were "embarking on a great crosade toward which we have siriven these many
months," and warned them that they were Eacing a lough well-prepored enemy.

Berlin said the “center of gravity™ of the fierce fighting was al Caen, 30 miles southwest of Le Havre and E5
miles southeasl of Cherhourge,

Caen is 10 miles inland from the seca, at the base of the 75-mile wide Normandy peninsula.

Heavy [ightng alse was reporfcd betlween Caen and Trouvilic

1o Lreland w head U, 5. forces
. im five months leained ama-

“Bonsiderable parls of the parachule mnils on the Normandy pe- '“Hhhb?inmrl.::'
Tunisisn-won I p.::::-'lifm Iu.-::j.:”-—-

One of Belin's first claims was that the first parachats  wisian was hadly mauled.

General Monlgomery, hero of the African desert, wi. leading the pssanlt of the Allied liberallon army.

No other Allied cemmanders were announced, for the !Lousands of haltle-trained Allicd troops, although Gen
Omar Bradley kas heen in command of American ground ferces in England for several monihs.

Bradley participated in the Tunisian victory.

Thousands of hattle-trained American, British and Canadian froops hurled themselves af Hitler's weslern de
fenses after months of preparation:

Huge traopship srmadas slipped oul of English portx in the darkness and sped toward Europe where four years
age alinos! o {he day Dritain brought hack the last baltle-worn defenders of Bunkerguoe.

The Germans alse declared that Calais and Dunkerque, immediately acrass the English Channel from Brifain
were under heavy air aliack

(Continued on page )



