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onald Wilson Rea-
gan, whopse sunny
charm and can-do
patriotism made him
an enormausly popu-
lar two-term president
and & Republican Party
icon, died Satupday in
California at age ©3.
Reagan's death, more
than 10 years since leaving
office, came after a long
physical and mental
decline due to Alzheimer's
discase

A onetime B-list Haolly-
wood actor, Reapan recast
W x  himsell ag a poliician after
by serving two stints as head of

the Screen Actors Guild, He

was a far bigger hit on the cam-
paign trail then on the silver
sereen. After winning rwo terms as
povernor of California, Reapan rode
his conservative, small-government
philosophy into the White House in
1980,

His tough anti-communism and
appressive defense spending was
credited with contributing to the
collapse of the Soviet Union and the
end of the Cold War. His domastic
cconomic policies, combining heavy
military spending with large tax
cuts, produced an economic recov-
cry but record peacetime budget
deficits.

Reagan's efforts to return author-
ity from the federsl government to
the states - the so-called Reagan
Revolution - became a call ta arms
for a generation of conservatives,

A witty and engaging storyteller,
he was known as "The Great Com-
municator™ for his charm and easy
connection with his audience. Crit-
ics called him “The Teflon Presi-
dent” for his ability to escape per-
sonal responsibility for his adminis-
Iration’s misstops.

Reagan’s optimism and grand
personal style energized his party
and the nation. His determination to
reassert U5 military and economic
pawer worldwide became a beacon
of hope for a nation stuck in what his
predecessor, Democrat  Jimmy
Carter, complained was a “national
malase.”

s [irst Inavguration Day
ﬂmu%mﬁm‘a newfound
optimism when- relcased the
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_ Self-assured man

& of vision made

% Americans feel good
about themselves again.

7.5, hostages who had been held for
444 days.

But his presidency was marked
by both great victories and davastar-
ing losses

Less than three months into his
first term, Respan was seriously
wounded by John Hinckley Jr. in an
assassination attermnpl. The neochet
bullet that came within inches of
Reapan's heart probably would
have killed him had medical atten-
tion been delayed five more min-
utes.

Even gravely wounded, Reagan
Mashed his famous wit. He memo-
rably joked to his wife. Nancy, from
his hospital gurmey, " Honey, I forgot
to duck.” He told the doctors who
were about to operate on him that he
hoped they were Republicans.

Reagan bravely endured a long
convalescence, bul he never fully
recovercd, and the injuries trig-
gered a steady memtal and physical
dechine, according to his authonzed
biographer.

At age 69, Reagan was the oldest
man ever elected president. Early
an he was impatient with the detail
work involved in the presidency,
delegating great chunks of his deci-
sion-making power,

By the end of his second term, he
sametimes appearcd befuddled and
disinterested in his administration’s
policies. Tell-all books by former
top aides painted a portrait of a
remarkably passive president.

But that didn't seem o matier to
voters. Reagan left office with one of
the highest popularity ratings ever
recorded for a president.

Reagan’'s life is memorialized in
the 60 million Ronald Reagan
Library and Museum in Simi Valley,
Calif. Most historians put him in the
second ter of ULS. presidents, rating
him a good-hearted, amiable and
self-assured man who made Ameri-
cans Ewllgmd about themselves,

But h!::.- Washington legacy is
heavy with irony. Although he came
o the White House promising to
reduce the size and cost of the feder-
al  government, they actually
increased, both in terms of number
of employees and total budget, while
he was in office The most promi-
nent Washington building named
for him was widely criticized as a
Bigantic and expensive waste of tax
money.

Congress also renamed Washing-
ton National Airport after him,
although he warred openly with,
and broke the union of, the air traf-
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