€2 Monday, February 2, 2004

Jackson
shows

plenty

CBS, viewers
shocked, upset

From wira rapons

Janet Jackson st off a Super
Bowl firestorm on Sunday
night when she bared her richt
breast during her nationally
televised halftime show duet
with Justin Timberlake.

Michae] Jackson's lirtle siser
ended a number titled “Rock
Your Body™ by allowing Tim-
beriake 1o rip awayv the leather
cup covering her breast, as
thev sang: “Gonna have vou
ngked by toe end off this s0Rg.”

The split-second exposure,
witnessed by up to 100 million
viewers, revealed —what
appeared to be a sun-shaped
metal ring atop her nipple.

CBS officials said they were
as shocked as any viewer by
the incident, which came as
Jackson's brother Alichael is
battling child molestation
charges.

“CBS deeply regrets the inci-
dent that occurred during the
Super Bowl halftime show.”
neiwork brass said. “We
artended all rehearsais during
the week, and there was no
indication any such thing
would happen.”

“We would like to apologize
[0 anyonre wno was offended.”
the network's statement read.

Timberlake said he did not
intend to expose Jackson's
breast.

“l am sorry that anvone was
offéended by the wardrobe mal-
function during the halftime
periormance of the Super
Bowl,” Timberlake said in a
statement. “It was not inten-
tional and iz regrettable.”

The Super Bowl halftime
show, which also featured P
Diddy, Nelly and Kid Rock. was
produced by MTV. CBS' corpo
rate cousin in Viacom.,

“We were extremely dizap-
pointed by e#lements of the
MTV-produced halftiroe show ™
Joe Browne. NFL execulive
vice president, said. “They
were totally inconsistent with
assurances our office was given
about the content of the show.

“1t’s unlikely that MTV will
produce another Super Bowl
halftime.”

MTV i=zzned a contrite state-
ment, saving the incident was

unrehearsed. unplanned. com-
plately unintentional ™

One CBS sonrce likengd the
Inciderit io being “hijacked

The CBS switchLonrd was
flonded with angry calls. And
autraged parents hut Jackson's
Web site With emails.

Streaky encore

AB ol [Hz melitme shin wingn 't
gnough, as the Panthers prepared 1o
kick off fo stan Ihe third quaiter, @
man dressed at oo ofhckal 5l 1he 30
yand fing fpped ol the biack-amd-
white sitipes down 1o & G-sinng and
shoes and bagan doing an ligh jig of
sk

Socuiity was spparcntly siemned
tecause no onaatempled to slop
thé naked danesr for rzarky 30
SBRCOndE.

When a team of security olficials
-ushed the Beld, the dancer,
idontified as 38-yoar-old Mark
Francis Aobans, daned downdiaid,
rnykcing i abowt 25 yards before he
was showdder-lackied by Palriots
rrzhizcker Matl Chatham. Seounity
srrsarngl Swammed the scene and
carned the ane-man halffme show
off tha folkt

T evision CAmBres did nol
broadcast the dancs, instead shivwing
stunned reaction from players.

Keep a lid on it

NFL afficizls plannsd af weesk 1o
keep the retracizble roof of Relan
Stadium opan for the Supear Bowl
uniess there was a reason to closs il
Eardy Sunday afternoon lhe league
anmourced Wal i would caose Hha
roof bacauss of a lorecast for .

it was sunay and warm early in the
afternoan, bl clowds had begun o
ol im when the reo! was ciosed al
FA45 pom,, about ong hour and 45
mimutes before kickoll, The league
had hoped to open tgﬂ r;c;j{r;m
pregame ceemony buf d it
closed, emoke Irom fireworks during
Aprosmith's pre-game concen
Rngered i e akr, 3 cormmaon
problem with domed stadiums.,

Security tight

As has been the chsa sunc tha
2002 Super Bowl, hald months after
the temcist riecks of S 17,
2001, secunty MEasunes wena
exiraordinarity high Sunday, .

Screeners oulsde the stadium said
evary one of the estimated 70,000
fans was sublect 1o a pat-gown
saafch. Theme wera B0 metal
detecions deployed outside Refiant
Stadium, aboul 30 bomb-snifi

radiation deteclors, and high-
lach manitors designed o detect
biclogical and chemiczal agents,
scnonding 1o secarity officals,

An area the =ize of a foatball Gesd
was walled off with concrele
bamicadas, 3 measung 1o reduce tha
risk of car bombs. A seven-mile no-
fty zone was established, and
helicopters and fued-wing military
aircrah wers scheduled 1o patrol the
perimeter of ihe stadivm,

Patriots fans love this repeat

The Acscociated Press

New England fans have seen this end-
ing before.

When Adare Vipatieri's winning field
goal split the uprights with four sec-
onds left in the Super Bowl, fans across
New England celebrated — just as they
had in 2001 when the Pamriots also won
the title on the power of his right foot.

=“Could vou ask for a berter script? It's
2 Hollvwood ending —- again,” said Jim
Jackson, 44, of Boston

After the Patriots beat Carolina 32-29
on Sunday night in Houston, quarter-
back Tom Brady immediately prepared
fans for an even bigger celebrarion
when the ream returns for a parade
Tuesday.

“Be careful on the T (subway system)
— don't tear that thing down!™ Brady
=aid during postgame ceremonies.

For the most part, [ans across the
region heeded Brady's words and
behaved themselves, though there were
some reports of disruptions in Boston's
Kenmore Square and at the University
of Alassachusetts in Amherst.

Across New England, fans held their
breath after Vinatieri uncharacteristi-
cally Qubbed two previous field goals.
Still, they remained faithful to a man
who has come through in the cluich in
past close situations.

At the Ivy Tavern in Providence, R.L.,
Terrie McAloon of New Shoreham,

PATRIOTS 32, PANTHERS 29

The t:luunﬁn—Tﬁg;an'i

Patricts fans hold the Vince Lombardi Trophy en Sunday in Reliant Stadium

in Houston.

leaped and velled “Vinatieri is the
man!”™

“It's unbelievable,” added her
boyfriend, Hob Weintraub. “That’s one
lucky win.™

Carolina, which trailed most of the
game, came back twice in the fourth
quarter, tying the game with less than
two minutes remaining The comeback

had Patriols fans thinking about anoth-
er local feam — the Boston Red Sox —
that hasn't been as lucky at the end of
close, cricial games.

“It luoks like the curse s only on the
Red Sox,™ Jackson sajd

Different story in Carolina
In Charlotte, ¥ .C., dejected fans

orderly shuffled out of hars and homes
following the Super Bowl with most
saying they were proud of the Pan-
thers” performances.
Carolina’s first Super Bow] appear.
ance filled up bars and restawrants all
over Charlotte as fans donped tea) jer
savs and T-shirts to cheer on Carolinag.
They left clinging to souvenirs and

| praising the tean’s effort.

“I'm not disappointed. 1 am proud of

d them.” said Rhonda Hull, 33, of Char.

lotte. “1 hate that it ended this way. Bui
it was & great season.”
Rhonda watched the game at Coach’s

8 Sports Bar and Grill in south Charlote

with hushand Chris.

“They represented us well,” hesaid.

Shortly after the game police pulled
down barricades they used to hlock thé
intersection of Trade and Tryon streets
at thacenter of downiowm.

“They're doing good. No problems.”
sald Charlotte police Capt. Ksith Dinkins.

Seott Marquess, 41 of Charlotte, wore
a Panthers jersev and carried a blue
pompom as he departed Coach's. He
said he was disappointed. but spoke
highly of the team.

“We showed the resiliency that we
showed all year on the field. (Jake) Del-
homme played great in the second half,”
he sajd. “Heck, we weren't even sup-
pased 1o be here, then we beat St Louis,
beat Philly and we almost did it today.”

SUPER BOWL MVP

MNew England quarnerback Tom Brady celebrates Sunday after a touchdown by Antowain Smith in the third quarter
afgainst the Panthers.

Perfect when it counts most

Barry Wilner
The Associaled Press

HOUSTON — Tom Brady is
getting quite a collection of
plavofl wins and Super Bowl
MVP trophies.

The New England quarter-
back has won all six of his
postseason games, including
two Super Bowls in three
vears. He threw for 354 yards
and three touchdowns Sunday
night in leading the Patriots
past the Carolina Panthers 32-
2.

Brady also made up for a
critical interception in the
Carnlina end zone by guiding
the Patriots fo a go-ahead
score with 2:51 remaining.

“We realized we had done it
0 many times this vear,”
Brady said of coming back.
“We knew we could come up
with the plays.”

When the scrappy Panthers
came back to tie it, Brady
engineered a 37-vard drive in
the final minute. His 17-vard
completion to Deion Branch

on third down — againsta ry

shockingly soft defensive
alignment — set up Adam
Vinatieri's 41-yard field goal
to win it with four seconds
remaining.

In all, Brady completed a
Super Bowl-record 32 of 48

Brady wins 2nd MVP trophy,
remains unbeaten in playoffs

passes, with 5-vard toonch-
down throws to Branch and
David Givens and a 1-yarder
to, of all people, linebacker
Mike Vrabel, who reported as
a tight end.

It was a more masterly per-
formance than in 2002, when
Brady, them a first-year
starter, helped New England
upset St. Lonis 20-17.
Yinatieri also won that game
on a late field goal, from 48
vards.

“Mavbe it was a little deja
vu of two years ago.”
Winatieri said. “Tom did it
again, he's amazing. This sup-
porting cast did it again and
gave me a chance."”

And just as against the
Rams, Brady made clutch
throws throughout the final
quarter in taking New Eng-
land to its 15th straight victo-

“1 think each game is differ-
ent,” Brady said. “To win this
the way we did is incredible,
unbelievable. A great all-
around game.
“] don't know how [ do it.”
But he does it

“In this day in the NFL,”
offensive coordinator Charlie
Weis said, “who else would
yvou want throwing the ball?
I'll take Tom Brady 10 times
out of 10.

Brady made sure the inter-
ception by Reggie Howard
with 7:38 to go did not cost
MHew England the champi-
onship. Carolina turned that
pickoffl into an 85vard touch-
down pass from Jake Del-
homme to Muhsin Muham-
mad. the longest play in Super
Bowl history.

“] kind of threw it right to
him, but he made a great
play,” Brady said.

With Carolmoa on top 22-21.
Brady went 6-for-8 on a 68-
vard drive. He converted two
third downs on the series
with perfect passes, then
found Vrabel in the front por-
tion of the end zone.

“Tom just put it in there,”
Vrabel said, with his son seal-
ed on his lap at an interview
podium. "1 jdst thought,
Don’t drop it, treat jt like it's
vour kid."™

After Delhomme rallied Car-

olina again and the first over-
time in Super Bowl history
loomed, Brady and New Eng-
land got a break. John
Kasay's Kickoff sailed out of
bounds, giving the Patriots
the ball at their 40 with 1:08
left.

“The kick out of bounds
helped us out tremendously,”
recelver Troy Brown said. “1
said, "We got a chance, espe-
cially with Tom. He'll just
advance (the ball) and we'll
win the game.™

Brady had two 13-vard com-
pletions to Brown, leading to
the 17-yarder to Branch when
the Panthers played a conser-
vative defense.

“Dejon ran a great route, 1
Laid it up for him, and it gave
us enough time for Adam to
run on the field,” Brady said.
“We made enough plays at the
end there to win it.”

Brady always does. His
overall record is 40-12. He is
26-4 in games played after
Now. 1. And like Bart Starr
and Terry Bradshaw, he is a
two-time Super Bow]l MVP.
Only Joeé Montana, with
three, has more,

“You can never say enough
about Tom Bradv,” Brown
said. “He wins games. What
more can you ask for™

TV COVERAGE
Simms,
Gumbel

handle
big job

NEW YORE — It was a
super Bowl broadeast marked
by long periods of inactivity
and eye-popping endings —
and we're not just talking
about the game,

Adam Vinatieri's field goal
with four seconds left gave the
New England Patriots, and
CBS, a big Super Bowl victory
Sunday night. Just as the pet-
work had hoped, it was the
kind of game that kept viewers
glued to their seats.

“The Patriots, looking for a
second Super Bow] victory in
three vears. From 41 yvards,”
play-by-play man Greg Gum-
bel said, setting the scene as
Vinatieri lined up to kick the
winner.

"Looks good,” Gumbel said
as the ball approached the
uprights. He then went silent
to let viewers soak up the dra-
matic scene.

Meanwhile, a colorful half-
time show ended with Janei
Jackson coming momentarily
unglued. Justin Timberlake
tore off a portion of her
leather gladiator outfit to
reveal her right breast. CBS,
Timberlake and MTV -
which produced the halftime
show — later apologized to
viewers,

The game's dramatic ending
could hardly be anticipated
considering most of the first
half was scoreless. The third
gquarter was, too. _

Gumbel and analyst Phil
Simms were low-key and pro-
fessional throughout, accent-
ing the drama and not over-
playing it. '

They showed some adept
moves of their own, tono —
beginning with the first play
of the game.

“New England likes to start
fast,” Simms said as the Patri-
ols came to the line of scrim-
mage. “It wouldn't surprise
me to see them go play-action
and go down the field.”

Boom! Patriots gquarterback
Tom Brady did exactly that for
a 16-vard gain.

Later in the first half, Simms
lectured struggling Carolina
Panthers gnarterback Jake
Nelhomme not to be too anx-
ions: “Don't be concerned that
you're not going to be a big
part of i Just be carefu] with
the football.”

Again, Simms seemed pre
scient a few series Jater when
Delhomme fumbled deep in
his own territory, giving the
Patriots the break that led to
their first score.

Simms, the 1987 Super Bowl
MVP with the New York
Giants, used his on-field expe
rience to good effect with
insights on what the players,
particularly the gquarterbacks,
might be feeling.

The duo was less convincing
in trying to persuade viewers
that a boring start wasn't nec
essarily so.



