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ELVIS PRESLEY is pictured through the
years of his career which began in 1953 when
he made his first record. From lefi, in 1957

Fans mourn as ‘kin

MEMPHIS. Tenn. TAP) — Fans of
vesterday and today, old and young.
teenvboppers and their middle-aged
mothers, gathered today on Elvis
Preslev’s doorstep, nol Lo scream and
cheer but te mourn. Their king is
dean.

Elvis Aron Presley. the sexy Mis-
sissippi truck driver who launched his
aown record career and became
Amenca’s greatest king of rock ‘n’
roll. died Tuesday aflternoon of a
heart ailment. He was 42

Aboul 75 people spent Lhe mght oul-
side the gates of Graceland mansion
some lying on pillows and blankets,
most jusl standing around.

At one point the gates opened.
several cars came oul. and the crowd
swirmed around laking pictures and
trying o get autographs. One of the
cars carried Vester Presley, an uncle
who was chiefl of securily. and his
wife,

Vester Preslev said Elvis’ former
wife, Priscilla, whom he diwvorced in
1973, arrived at the mansion at about
3 a.m.

**She is taking il hard. She is in a
total state of shock.” he saud.

Another group of about 30 people

spent the night outside the Memphis
Funeral Home where FPreslev's body
wat taken, said mighl supervisor Jim
Stewart.

He said the swilchboard received
calls from all 50 states and from as
far awav a5 Guam and Johannesburg.
South Alfrica.

“Evervbody wanted to know where
to send flowers,” Stewart sand

Vester Presley sald the singer's
father. Vernon Presley, decided (o

Related news
on pages AZ DIn

open the casketl for public viewing al
Graceland from 2 pm to 5 pm _

Dr. George Nichopoulos: lmgtirme
physician to the swivel-hipped.
throaty barntone who was known as
the “King of Roek 'n” Roll.” said an
autlopsy revealed a CoOnsirictlion iR one
of the main arteries tu the heari
which restricted blood flow and
hrmight on a heart allack

“What caused " Any one ol a
aumber of things,” he sawd

Nichopoulos said s paticnt. who
carried about 175 pounts Gna six-icol
frame as a young man Dul recently
had been reported gBrossily

as his popularity began to boom; in the mid-
1960 when he was a movie star: im 1971
when he hlossomed as an entertamner in Las

f ro ck and roli’ dies

overweight, had been taking a
number ol appetite depressants. bul
did not have a drog probiem

Vegass and this year. performing at one ol
his last concerts. Presley died Tuesday of an
apparent heart astack in Memiphis, Tenn.

Dr Jerrw Francisco. the Shelby
Connty medical exammner. discounted
rumors that Presley, who had been a
wirtual recluse al s white-columned
Liraceiand mansion for 20 vears, had
suffered from a drug problem

“Therz was no indication of drug
abuse al all.” Francisco said | was
aware of the rumors and Lhal is why |
mention "

He suud the only eviderce he Tound
al drugs in tke autopsy involved thuse
Mresley was (aking for nuld hyperten:
«ion and a colon problem

IFrancisco said there would have
been vitble needle Lracks i illegal
drups wore valive -1

Diiherl  =onns Wesl, Wi was a
Presley badveusrd tor U6 years, sad
in Chucapo st hours hefore Presley
died that the simger was heavis ad-
dicted to drags and haunled by feary
that drove him mnto secius.on

West was interviewed by Chicago
Sun-Tune: eolumnist Bob Greene
abieat  the recently released book.
“Fivis Whal Happened™™ that West
and two other former bodyguards
have written ahout Presley.

“He was on plls all day long. and he
would pive lmmself skots in the arm or

Deep South judge choice Tor FBI post

WASHINGTON (AP)Y — President
Carter pilans to nominate Frank
Johnson. a deep South judge with a
strong civil nghts record, as the nexl
ditector of the FBI, knowledpeable
admmistration sources sav

Profile on page AY

The White House was expected (0
announce todav that Carter will send
Johnson's name to the Senate. which
must eonfirm his selection. The
choiee ends a seven-manth scarch for
a director to L:ke charge of the
harean and its B.000 agenls

Carter and Atty Gen. Griffin Bell
chose the 58-year-vld federal distriet

judge 1o succesd Clarence M, Kelley
after rejecting four candidates
recommended a presidentiallv-ap-
pointed search commitlee, the
sources said,

By cheoosing Johnson, a He-
;mhﬁ:an, Carter and Bell may have a
candidate who can sail through the
Senate hearings with little. if any op-
position

Bul Sen James O Eastland. D-
Miss.. chairman of the Judiciary
Committee that will first consider
Johnzon' s pomination, wounld not com-
ment Tuesday might

Juimson’s nonunation 18 certam o
please civil rights groups who as-
sailed the bureag wn the 1960s for

Sewer explosions
unnerve residents

By JACK MASTERSON

and BOB PROSKE

MWews Staff Writers
Yellow lights [lickered in the might
at numerous barricades around open,
blasted out manholes along Jefferson
Sireet Tuesday night with the
frightening memory of that afternoon
still in the minds of many of the

street’s residenis.
Related photo,
pews on page Bl

Some residents still were sitting on
their front porches wary of the pos-
gibility of being met wilh gas fumes
when they ventured into their homes.

Across Schoonover Park, near the
city swimming pool, workers {rom
0.H. Materials Inc.. of Findlay about
8 p.m. began “‘skimming” gasoline
off the top of water in a sewer line
that ran close to the Ottawa River

hank.

One of the workers said the park
area was only their first stop in what
would be a long night. The group
hwghtawtm:arunfhugeﬂnnd
Wwﬂhm&gmmmtnhn
used.

The worker added his firm was
l;tmdhrthﬂl"urdhlmnrﬂn.mdnthn
skimming of the city's sewage. The

skimming process barely made any
Sunny and cool

degrees. Precipitation
inch st ¥ am. today. Wealher map oo
e Ak

noise, unlike the explosions that had
frightened many residents only six
hours before.

A break In a large gasoline pipe at
the Ford Motor Co.'s engine plant al
Bible Road and Sugar Streel in Bath
Township apparently was the cause of
the explosions that rocked the
northeasi section of Lima.

Fumes from at least 5.000 gallons of
gasoline Lhal leaked from Ford into
the sewer system resulted in two ma-
jor explosions Tuesday, according lo
Lima Sanitary Engineer James
Schmenk.

No serious injuries were reported
as a result of the blasts, but Orville H.
Parr, 67, of 630 N. Jeiferson suffered
an apparent heart attack and died
Tuesday night after checking his
basement for gas fumes, according (o
assistant fire chief Rollin Kerzee.

The gasoline pipe at the engine
plant ran from an vnderground
storage tank lo a building where new
automobile engines are iested,
Schmenk said. o a

He and Mayor Harry Moyer said
the break weni apparently unnoticed
antil the first explosion occurred at a
sewage lifi station next lo the
Schoonover Park pool about 10:30
am.

The strong odor of gasoline mixed
with sewage permeated the air.

Moyer said Ford plant workers had
just returned from a two-week vaca-
tion layoff and re-starting machinery
at the factory could have caused the
break.

allegedly 1gnoring beatings of biack
activists n the South

That charge came while J Edgar
Hoover, the direclor. was carrving
ut a secrel campaign to discredit the
movement's chief leader. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr

Since then. civil nghts groups have
continued Lo eriticize the FBI for fa:l-
ing to add blacks and other minorities
lo the ranks af agents in any greal
numbers

Johnson’'s record seems 10 show a
quality Bell partrculariy sought i an
FBI director. The attorney general
had said he wanted someone sirong
enough o control “'the dominant per-
sonalities” mn the bureay s hierarcny.

While Kelley was respected for s
sincerity and good ntentions, he was
often eriticized by congressmen and
others who deal with the bureau for
bemg too weak to control the old Hoo-
ver hands still helding powerful FBI

jobs

Relley 15 retiming Jan 1 His an-
nouncement lasl winter that he would
step down followed criticism by
Carter during his campagn for the
presigency

Morale 3s low i the agency Une
former FBI man faces a criminal
trial while other offivials — both pre-
sent and former — remain under
invesigation for allegedly illegal in-
telligence gathermng actvilies in the
fale 1960s ond eqarls 15705
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LIMA SEWER Division workers stand by a blasted out manhole on
Jefferson Street Tuesday afternoon following a series of explosions
caused by fumes from aboul 5,000 gallons of gasoline that leaked into
the city sewer system. The source of the gas spill was traced to the
Ford Motor Co. engine plant at Bible Road and Sugar Street in Bath
Township. Ne serious injurics were reported. (News photo by Dennis

Laman)
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Elvis wiggled

into stardom

Koigh* News Service

The king 15 dead.

His crown had. of course., been
askew for some Lime. His hips. whose
gyrations scandalized a mnation 20
vears ago and gave lum the nickname
“Elvis Pelviz,” were no longer 36
trim The chin under the iips whose
sexy = aneer had launched a million
squeals had begun to double.

But to mansy. Elwis Aron Preslev
remained ‘‘the King of rock and roll
In latier vears his conceris had

to border ¢n self-parody, and
compared to many of toeday's rock
stars. Elvis Preslev, even at hix most
torrid. was tame. But his tmpact on
gupular music was like a kick in the
ead from a blue suede shoe. and he
remains one of ‘he seminal figuresin
the sound called rock and roll

Rock and roll. of course. did not
spring [orth fall-blown 1'= roots are
in black muoste, rhvthm, and blues —
“Hace musie. " asit woas stilt called in
the 1950%, when musical stvles. hike
the social structure of the country,
remained largely segregated White
singers sang “"white.  big-band stulf

the leg with those htile plasiic
svringes.”” YWest sard in the interview
“He would have us give him shols in
the rear end We praved for this man
many times His drug habit is so
severe Ltha! I'm coavinced he 15 1a
danger of losing his life

Presley. whose recording of
“Heartbreak liotel”” helped to out
him on top of the eastertainment world
2% vears agon, weas disenvered uancop-
gpanus gl Graceland g suburban
Mempiis on Tiesday alternoon

Froslen wa~ [ound diessed 1n pa-
jarmas and ving face-up in the red-
carpeted bathroxn nexs to his second-
Moor hedressmn

H~ war tahin 1o Bap* =t dospalel on
a Fire Department ambulance w.ile
Machop ulos g emer geoey medical
techmicians worked 1o revive im

“*Come on Freslev., breathe
Breathe for me,” Mchopooio: (12.-
plored repeatedly as the amoulance
sped v the hospilal

But he added - We knew he was
probably dead when he =it the
houge =

The ductor said attempls 0 revive
Presley. who appeared i 31 films —
meluding “"Love Me Tender. ™ "Gl

VW gives up
on bug safes
in America

Knight hews Service

It's the jas! hurran for Lpe
Volkswagen Beetle sedan, the little
car that started the posi-World War 11
invasion of the American markcet by
foreign cars

VW of America officials at
Englewood Chifs. ™., confirmed
Monday thal when presen! dedler in-
ventories of the sedan are exhausted.
there will be no more 1o be had

Approximately five miliron Beetles
have been sold i this country since
the first two were immported 1o 1348
hut 1n recent vears sales have drop-
ped off sharply as VW buyers n-
terest shifted 1o the Rabbil lineup

ales were hard hil by e revalua-
tron of the Gierman mark In the last
10 vears. the base price of the hitlie
car soared form 1,780 to 3680

A VWA spokesman sard the cost of
bringing the car nto line with U'S
emissions and safety slandards
“makes it uneconomical,” mn view of
limited sales. to coniinue o import it
inte the United States.

Sales of Beetle models n this
country last year were a mere 27,000
units, less than 15 per cent, and the
present outlook for 1977 is no better.

The Beetle sedan, however, will be
survived by ils convertible version—
at least through 1978—despite the fact
il 15 a limited volume model

““We are continuing the convertible
in the United States because there s a
spectal markel there,”' the
spokesman sad.

The end was hastened for the rear-
engine. air-cooled Beetle sedan in late
1974 when VW began ng-artmg new
Rabbit models with theiwr front-
mounted, water coocled engines,
which are now pacing a U.5. com-
eback for VW.

Rabbits are scheduled to go into
U.S. production next April at a plant
nearing completion in Westmoreland
County, Pa.
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Try, try again

Perry School board approves
third levy attempt in a year, page
Bl.

Always hope

Reds manager Sparky
Anderson talks of a comeback
alter 3 stralght wins, page DI.

today’s News

Controlled, Rhythm and blues was
something else — funky, more
emational Suggestive.

Elvis Presley was white but he sang
black. He'd always liked rhythm and
blues. just like he'd always like
country and rockabilly music, and the
two styles melded in his delivery. But
in 1953, when he parked hiz Ford
pickup outside the Mempbis
Hm:ur:ﬁng stuclos. a subsidary of
Sam Phillips® Sun Records. Elvis
Presley was merely a 19-year-cld
Tennessee truck driver with two
goals The first, and immediate one.
was Lo cul an acetate record of *'My
Happiness™' and "That's When Your
Heartaches Begin'' {(total cost, $4} to
give his mom for her birthday

His second. longer-range ambilion
was to own the coolest car in town,
preferably a pink and black Cadillac.

Phillips eventually heard the tape
Presley made and was mildly impres-
ved. but felt the bey would take a heap
of groormung i he were ever lo
become a singer But a year later.

(See ELVIS, Page A4)

at 42

Blues.” and “"Jailhouse Hock,  con-
tinued because of a slight chance life
still existed in s body.

“The reason we continued to
resuscitate him was s pupils were
constricted. © the doctor said at a
hospital news conference alter an
autopsy. "Usuvally wn death. there's
not enough oxvgen and the pupils
gilate ™

" Heartbreak Hotel.”” the first hit
for Presley, was released in Januarv
1956 It was one of 45 records that sold

more fhan one milhon copies. 1m-
cludimg “"Hound Deog.” *All Shuok
L'p™ and *“It's Now Or Never °

Booming record sales and overflow-
INE Audiences al personal ap-
pearances made the entertainer who
comined country-western, gospel
dand vhyvitbm and blues one of the
world's wealthiest enlertainers.

When TV brought ""Elvis The
Pelvis™ mte milhons of homes,
church and parents’ groups de-
nounced the raw sexuality of his per-
formance as a bad influence
g vhildren His gvratunmg hips were
onlv mildly seggestive compared Lo
many of today’s rock performers, but
on the Ed Sullivan Show, he was
spown on'y from the waist up.

‘Brisv - Mott. who worked as a
bedvguard for Presley for 15 vears,
sard the last time he saw the aging
star was guring a 1975 Presley con-
cert 1n Tampa. Fla , Mott's home.

1 wenl backsiage, and when |
wa'ked out. I said to my wife. "Elvis
15 dying " He iooked so much like his
mother did just before she died.”™

Presley s mother, Grace. died of
heart trouble st age 42 on Aug 14,
1958

Verncn Presley, the star's [ather.
was taking his son’s death ''very
badly,” sand faruly iriend Dr. Elias
Ghanem in Las Vegas

Presley. whose new smgle, “Way
Down," was at the top of Billboard's
latest list of Hot Country Singles, was
to have flown to Portland, Mamne,
Tuesday night to begin an 11-day Lour
of the Northeast and South.

Presley had plaved racquetball at
his private courl wnt] almaost 6 a.m.
Tuesday.

Ward of Presley's death swepl
acress this city where he had lived
smce leaving hus birthplace, Tupelo,
Ai=s . at the age of 13

Mavor Wvyeth Chandler ordered
flags in the city lowered to hali-stail
in memory of Presley.

Elvis was working as a truck driver
after graduating from Memphis’
Humes High School when he walked
into Sam Phillips' office al Sun
Records in 1955 to record " Blue Moon
nf Kentucky.” The recording became
a hit,

His career was largely the crealion
of a promotional genius, Col. Tom
Parker. Presley made his ap-
pearances on the Ed Sullivan show
after Parker became his manager,

A television rating service gave
Preslev 82.6 per cent of the nation’s
TV audience for his first Suldvan ap-
pearance in 1956 lo 78.6 per cent for
President Eisenhower's acceplance

ch on three networks.

“When [ found Elvis, the boy had
nothing but a million dollars worth of
talent,”’ Parker said once. "Now he
has a million dollars.”

When Presley was dralted in the

1See MOURN, Page Ad)
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