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Ramshackled

Patriots upset heavily favored St. Louis in Super Bowl

By BARRY WILNER
AP Football Writer -

NEW ORLEANS — They came
through in the blustery snow of New
England and in perfect conditions
inside the Superdome. They went
from being a 5-5 also-ran to nine
straight victories and their first Super
Bowl title,

On a day designed lor herges, in a
site that resembled a military
[ortress as much as a stadium, the
Patriots” charmed season brought
them to the top of pro football with a
20-17 upset of the 5t, Louis [fams on
Suriday,

“This is something to relish, sit
back and scak in,” said Adam
Vinatierl, whose 48-yurd field goal
on the final play set off wild celebra-
tions by the 14-point underdogs.

Vinatieri has never missed inside a
dome — he also had a 37-yarder
Sunday — but, far more impressive-
ly, e made twa critical field poals ar
home in the snow two weeks ago
against Oakland to keep New Eng-
land alive. -

"I think that about every close
game we had a chance to win, we
wun,” he said. "I think when we were
0-2, everybody wrote us off exceprt
for the members of this team. We got
on a streak and we just kept golng.”

The game was as much a victory
for America as for the red-white-
and-blue clad New Englanders. On a
day flled with patriotic themes in-
side the Superdome and high securi-
ty ouiside, evarything went off with-
out a hitch.

Fans were urged to show up five
hours belore kickafT to get through a
perimeter flled with SIJ%r.iiers on the
ground and sharpshooters on the
roof. For their cooperation, they
were reated (o one of the great end-
ings in NFFL history.

League MVP Kurt Warmer woke up
to rally the Rams, who had the NFLs
best record (14-2) and most powerfiul
olfense this season, [roma 17-3 hole,
FHe sneaked for a 2-yard touchdown,
his first rushing score all season, two
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shatters
myvths

By BOB RYAN ;
The Boston Glaba

NEW ORLEANS —They say it (akes
how l!;mg to make someone inta an
effective quarerback in s leapgue?

There no longer can be rules or
maxims involving quacterhacks. Tom
Brady has shattered all the myths.
Henceforih. i vou can play, you can
play. There might be other Bradys
out there. other second=year players
who compleled ono pass in three at-
rempts a5 a rockie, who get their
chance when the nine-year vetéran

& hurt, and who then conclude a
3-3 repular season and playoff com-
hined run by directing their teams
downfivid in the final | minute 21
seconds of the Supcr Dowl 1o put
thein in positon for the winning
field goal.

Hut don't bet Juniors schionl hinch
money o it I

HBrady may be the exception that
proves ithe rule. Brady may be the
NFLs single most inexplicabie per-
sonnel phenomenon, a sisth-round
pick who spends the season in ex-
tended on-the-jobr training and
winds up as the MV In the Super
Bowil.

When Brady took control of the
huddle with that 1:21 lefr, no tdme-
outs remaining. the ball an the Patri-
ots 17-yard line, and the score tied at
17 after the Patriots had once led by a
17-3 score, his teammates did not
see a kid quarterback. They saw a
leader.

“You can't say enough about that
kid," marveled wicde receiver David
Patten. “He has a tremendous
amopuni of conlidence, and it nihs off
on everyone else. You look in his eyes
and say, "Hey, we've got to go down
and win it for this kad.” "

“"What can I say about Tom Brady?™
added lincbacker Tedy Bruschi.
“That minute-and-30-second drive
has got to be aone ol the biggest
drives in Super Bowl histary.”

“Brady brings a lot of confidence to
the team in that huddle,” said puarnd
loe Andmuzzi

Bradys modest [inal numbers
show you what you can do with
numbers when the only real issue is
what’s on the scoreboard. 1le was 16
for 27 for 145 yands and one touch-
down. Butin \um:yﬂu would have to
agree was a reasonably important
game, he threw no interceptions and
did nothing stupid. “Tom gid asuper
job of managing ihe game,” lauded

“' nltl"’l’;

plays after a holding penalty on New
England’s Willle McGinest neguted
Tebucky Jones' S8-yard tomp with
Warner's [umble. that would have
clinched the win.

Then Warner needed only three
plays and 21 seconds to take the
Hams 55 yards, with Ricky Prochls
26-yard 1D reception tying it with
1:30 remaining.

“"We had a lot of new life,” =zaid
Warner, who was harried all game
and threw two interceptions that re-
sulted in 10 points. *“We figured wed
hald them and have overtime.”

Instead,” second-year quarterback
Tom Brady, who sprained his ankle
in the AFC championship game, but
was healthy enough to start the
Super Bowl. earned game MVP hon-
ors with a poised 53-yard drive. It in-
cluded a 23-yard completion to Troy
Brown that got the Patriots in range
for Vinatieri.

“I'was planning lo go out there and
win the game,” sald Brady, who was
50 calm he took a ndp in the lacker
room belore the game. “Adam wasni
EOing (o miss that kick "

Vinatieri, who nailed a d5-yardecin
the snow to 1ie Oakland and then a
23-yurder to beat the Raiders in over-
tume, wouldn't have been in such a
position without the only three take-
aways of the game.

Iy Law ran back an interception 47
yards for the Patriots” first poinits.

“Terrell Buckley went 15 yards with a

fumble recovery to set up another
touchdown, an f-yard leaping roecep-

coach Bill Belichick.

Brady was only overtly greal when
he had 1o be. On that final drive, dur-
ing which he moved the team from
s 17 to the Rams 30 in seven plays
befors spiking the ball 1o stop the
clock at :07, he completed 5 of 7
passes, including a simple throiw-
away and another spike. The whole
performance was eerily similar 1o his
work in theé Snow Bowl two wecks
ago, when he saved his best for last.

“He did what his tcam needed him
o do,” said Rams quarnerback Kurt
Warmner. “Ie made the plays on the
last drive that got them the win. He's
done that all year. My hat’s off o
him.”

Brady was so fazed by his first
super Bowl that he took a nap upon
arrival. I fell asleep,” he reported,
“and when 1 woke up [ said to myself
[ didn't think U'd feel this good. | con-
vinced mysell that jt was just a game,
just another game."

In some ways, it was. Brady mostly
threw the short- and medium-route
passes that are his trademark. Tle
had enough of a nunning game 1o
keep the Rams honest. The defensc
made huge plays. And when Bracly
had to be more than jusi competent,
when he needed 1o be special, he en-
tered another realm and made the
plays that had 1o be made.

[ arn of the firm beliel that in the
matier of Truth vs. Fiction; especially
when it involves your 2001-02 Patri-
ois, it is always wise 1o 1ake Trath,
plus the points. Like, did Drow Bled-

tion by David Panen. And Otis Smith
ran another interception 30 yards,
leading to Vinatieri's lrst Neld goal,

The Rams led the NFL with 44 give-
aways this year. Their biggest give-
away — the Super-Bowl — came
Sunday. )

“I think we didn't help the cause,”
said Ricky Proeh), whose fumble was
forced by Antwan Harris' helmet,
leading to Palten’s score. “They have
capitalized on turnovers all year, and
Lthat'’s how they won the game.”

New Englund got physical from the
start, giving Warner a bloody lip and
slamming Rams receivers 10 the turf
wilh regularity. The Patriots also did-
n't let Offensive Player of the Year
Marshall Faulk damage them much.

Credit coach Bill Belichick, who re-
inlorced his image as a defensive
mastermind. While the Rams got
their yards and did make their come=
back, they never were in control.

“Coach Belichick definitely had &
vision,” safery Lawyer Milloy said.
“This organization had a vision. We
all came together. That's what is so
sweet about this"” ’ *

The Patriots, 50-1 shols to start 11 e
season, are the [irst from the New

" England region to win a pro foothall

title since the 1928 Pravidence
Steamrollers. It was an improbable
ride after poing 5-11 in 2000 and
then losing stacting guartechack
Drew Bledsce to a chest injury in
Gampe 2,

But after iheir 0-2 siac, the Patriats
found thels way with Brady, an ag-
EJ“L“IIW defense — and somc good

flane.

A replay reversal in the playoll
game with the Raiders was as pivoial
a5 an:nhin%:]n getting the Patriots o
their third Super Bowl — all i New
Orleans, the previous two ending in
deleat. Special teams scored nwice in
the AFC ehampionship game victory
at Pitisbucgh,

But luck wasn't the aperative word
for these Patriors. Team was.

"Wie've gol a whaole team full of un-
derdogs,” Brady said. "And now we're
the top doga™ =

ad a lavgh as he was interviewed

(AP photo)

soe, the Big Brother/Mentor/Rival,
really instruct Brady just before that
final drive 1o “Go out there and sling
i7" Well, yes, he did. And did Brady,
needing something more than a dink
or dunk iob, really hit — guess who?
— Troy Brown [or 23 yards on sccond
and 10 at the Patriots 317 OF course.

“That was the big play.” Brady said.
“It's cailed "64 Max All-End,” and the
Max stands for, as my coach says,
"We need the maximnm time for me
to throaw' ™

The throw was around neck high.
but Brown. aka. Mr Heliable,
snatched it out of the air and ran ouwt
of bounds, "The way the Rams play,
they really read the quarierback
eyes. | was looking hard 10 the right,
and Troy slipped behind them. They
lost sight of him. 1 hit him, and he did
the rest.”

That put the hall on the Hams 36.
Brady completed ane more, to Jer-
maine Wiggins for 6 yards, spiked the
ball, and turncd the procecdings
over o Adam Vinaticri, who never
had missed an indoor ficld goal a-
tempt — and still hasn't.

This Brady is a kid whose anly real-
istic goal when the season started
wis “to become a far better player by
the time it was over.” The only way
he was going to get Bledsoes joly was
il Bledsoe got hun.

The Super Bowl. Tor Brady juss
won the Super Bowl., Tow bhizarre is
that?

“1 rn into Dan Marino down liere,”

Continued on page 14
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ng kick sailed through the uprights.

(AP photao)

Belichick makes his
schemes come to life

By JIM LITKE
AF Sporls Wriler

NEW ORLEANS — Bill Belichick's
ployers will alwaysbe Xsand Oson a
pagc.

But credit him with this much: [ le%s
learned it takes more than a pencil to
make his schemes come to life,

The coachs son who was more in-
teresicd in poring over his father’s
game plans than pIuIing with the
rest ol the S-year-old boys-in the
neighborhood has grown inte a8 man
whao still is more comfortable with a
playbook than people.

All during the week leading up to
the Super Bowl, Belichick’s New Cng-
land Patriots painted a picture of a
controlling coach who smiled only
grudgingly when they won, and

_ofien was so consumed he wouldn't

talk 1o them alter a loss.

Mot surprisingly, even after this
win, Belichick remained a man of
few words. What seemed dillerent,
though, was how he used them.

“These players, a lot of other peo-
ple didn’t believe in them, but they
belicve in themselves,” he said. "And
that is all that matters.”

Stunning as New England's 20-17
win over 5t Louis seemed, simnger
still.is that those players allowed Be-
lichick into their inner circle. Or
maybe that he changed encughto be
letin.

Al previous stops, as Bill Parcells®
assistant in New York and New Eng:
land, and then on his own in Cleve-
land, Belichick lost touch with his
teams. He made them practice more
than they wanted, always in pads,
and always with an intensity low
carcd to match. They had the sense
they were chess picces for a man
who never stopped scheming.

Behind his back. they called Be-
lichick things like “Butthead™ and
“Littde Bill," even if they never douln-
ed his ability to draw up a game plan
that always gave them a chance 1o
win.

“Coach Belichick,” said linchacker
Ted Johnson, “is a mastermind.”

scheming, though, was never his
problem. 3St. Louis coach Mike
Marz's innovative attack got most of
the attention and Las Vegns' en-
dorsement — by a. 14-point margin
— but it was Belichick who did muosi
of the gambling.

The Rams, who averaged 19 points
in the first halfl this season, had only
three at halltime, and it wasn't hard
to se¢ why. Belichick countered their
lire-drill passing artack with five, six

Bill Belichick masterminded the

game plan thot shut down the
Rams, (AP photo)

and cven seven defensive backs
nearly twice as often as playing with
the standard four. And cven afier
Martz opened the second half with
Marshall TFaulk munning the ball
more, lrying (o force Belichick to
bring more defenders 1o the line of
scrimmage. he refused 1o bite.

Afterward, Martz adimitied a cer-
tain grudging admintion.

“1 think if we don’t turn the ball
overn we'rte probably in preuy good
shape. But to say that insulis this Pa-
triots team. They created those
turnnvers, They did a good job ol
doing thar.”

Martz shouldnt have been sur-
prised. People in the business will
tell you nuih:l-:iy is better than Be-
lichick at linding an opponent’s
weakness, or beller at exploiting it
on paper. Finding a team that be-
lieved in him enough o earry it out
was anolher story,

In that scnse, Belichick rarely
helped his own cause. The first tme
he tried 10 climb out of Parcells'

shadow in Cleveland, he benched
local hero Bernie Kosar, then cut the
quarterback when the team was 5-3
ated wound up polng 7-9.

Then, as part of a coniractual
agreement that puaranteed he would
succecd Parcells in the New York jets'
job, he resigned afier one day at a
news conference called 10 announce
his hiring.

After some wra ngling, Patriols
owner Robert Kralt gave the Jeis a
first-rounct pick for Belichick the
week.of the Super Bowl. It made his
new couch ook like a villain before
he ever sot foot in New England,

“The best deal [ ever made was get-
ting this guy” Kraft said Sunday,
holding the Vince Lombardi Teoplw
aloft as proof.

But convincing the plavers was an-
other story. Two games into this sca-
son, starting quarterback Drew Bled-
soe sheared o blood vessel in his
chest after a vicious hit by the Jets
vl Lewis, and Tom Brady stepped
in.

Bledsoe was healthy in time for the
Rams” game in November, but the
Patriots lost, stipped to 5-5 and Re-
lichick announced the next day tha
Brady would start the rest ol the way.

Mew [England hasnt lost since.
Bledsoc’s classy demeanor kept the
nft trom atlecting the tean, bat oven
tacay he savs af Relichick, "We have
a player-caach relationship, nothing
more.”

Yet, instead of earing the team
apart, the incident brought the Pacri-
ats together. In October, they decid-
ed o skip having one unit intro-
duced at the start ol each game and
insisted on coming ouwt on the feld
together. ;

“That's what's so sweet abiout all
this,” salety Lawyer Milloy said. “We
all eame togethern. we grow, we
cvolved as a team.”

It wast’t that Belichick changed all
that much, only that he became a fit-
tle better at letting his players know
where they stoad. It may be because
he was forced to. or becanse, with
Parcells out of the game, he no
longer [eels the need to be such a
tyrant.

Chther men wina Super Bowl, and it
changes them forever.

Mothing of the sort will happen 1o
Belichick.

He's changed about as much as he
knows how already.

Jimm Litke is the national Sporis
colunmiist for The Associated Press.
Write 1o Iim: at jlitke@ap.org



